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ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF MONTANA 


Marc Racicot Justice Building 
Attorney General Helena, Montana 59620 


Dear Fellow Montanans: 


Montana's driving public has recorded a forty year low 
in traffic fatalities. Our highways proved to be as safe 
in 1989 as they were in 1949. 


The overall task of ensuring highway traffic safety is 
not the sole responsibility of law enforcement agencies. 
Highway safety is the responsibility of every licensed 
driver on our highways. The formula is simple: all 
drivers must practice sensible driving habits. 


With your continued voluntary compliance of all laws and 
the use of seat belts, the trend to reduce the loss of 
life, limb and property will continue. We must work 
together to reinforce this positive trend. Thank you for 
your assistance in this most important effort to provide 
a safe driving environment for all Montanans. 


Sincerely, 


Mase CA 


MARC RACICOT 
Attorney General 


TELEPHONE: (406) 444-2026 


Department of Justice 
MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL 


303 NORTH ROBERTS HELENA, MONTANA 59620-1422 
(406) 444-7000 


Honorable Mare Racicot 
Attorney General 
Justice Building 

215 North Sanders 
Helena, MT 59620 


Dear Sir: 


To you and the citizens of Montana, I respectfully submit 
this 1989 report of accident analysis. 


Aggressive enforcement efforts toward speed, hazardous 
moving violations, seat belt usage and drinking while 
driving reduced Montana's fatal occurrences to 181 
traffic deaths. It has been four decades since Montana 
highway traffic fatalities have been this low. 


The second full year of the mandatory seat belt law has 
helped immensely to reduce serious injuries and 
fatalities. Of the 181 fatalities in 1989, 68 occupants 
were ejected. A high percentage of these would possibly 
be alive today had they used seat belts. 


We wish to express our gratitude for your personal 
support of the Highway Patrol and we look forward to 
continued ice to the citizens of Montana. 

Sincerg 

VA 


RB Le PEP LL 
Chief 


Montana Highway Patrol 


A NATIONALLY ACCREDITED LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 


MONTANA'S 


181 FATALITIES 
8,686 INJURIES 
17,665 ACCIDENTS REPORTED 


$165 MILLION ECONOMIC LOSS 


Deaths Injuries 
Down up 
8.6% 5.5% 
Reported 
Accidents 
Up 
10.0% 


19 8 9 TRAFFIC TOLL 


ONE FATALITY EVERY 48.4 HOURS 
ONE INJURY EVERY 60.5 MINUTES 
ONE ACCIDENT EVERY 29.8 MINUTES 


$452,000.00 LOSS EVERY DAY 


DAILY TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TOLL 
--- 48 accidents 

--. 24 injured persons 

MORE ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


--- between 3 and 4 p.m. than 
any other hour of the day. 


--- On Friday than any other 
day of the week. 


«+. in December than any other 
month of the year. 
MORE FATAL ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


--- between midnight and 1 a.m. 
than any other time of day. 


eee On Saturday than any other 
day of the week. 


-»- in July than any other 
month of the year. 


YEARLY ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT REPORTS 
1 January 1989 - 31 December 1989 


Reportable Accidents 


($400 damage/death or injury) Drivers Involved: 

Interstate Highway 1,873 Male 17,554 

U.S. Highway 4,112 Female 9.909 

State Highway 5,652 

County Roads 2,465 

Local Streets 3,563 Total 27,464 

Total 17,665 Accidents Investigated: 
Deaths Resulting 181 Highway Patrol 8,276 
Injuries (non-fatal) 8,686 Other Agencies 9,389 
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SUMMARY 
Accidents Fatal Non-Fatal Estimated 

Month Reported Accidents Deaths Injuries Economic Loss 
Jan. 1,880 10 10 656 11,000,000 
Feb. 1,611 4 6 532 8,000,000 
Mar. 1,419 16 17 537 12,000,000 
Apr. 1,039 8 8 Ky47/ 10,000,000 
May Be be Nes 10 11 685 13,000,000 
June 1,281 11 14 862 15,000,000 
July 1,392 26 31 916 21,000,000 
Aug. 1,438 20 22 848 17,000,000 
Sept. 1,314 22 23 747 17,000,000 
Oct. Lys t2 12 14 728 14,000,000 
Nov. 1,619 13 14 786 14,000,000 
Dec. 2,165 11 11 862 13,000,000 


17,665 163 181 8,686 $165,000,000 


TOTAL TRAFFIC DEATHS ~- i989 


DECREASE FROM PREVICUS YEAR | 


SINCREASE OR 


CITY STREETS : 
COUNTY ROADS a 
U.S. HIGHWAYS i4. 
INTERSTATE +29 .02 


ALL FATALITIES =8.6 
COUNTY ROADS U.S STATE HIGH 
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FATALITIES BY AGE AND SEX 


re) Oo re) oO Te) (2) Te) (2) 
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FATALITIES BY MONTH 


Month 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 TOTAL 


Jan. 13 32 22 20 23 8 10 21 7 10 166 
Feb. 19 20 3 21 12 9 8 12 akal 6 121% 
March 21 18 15 18 26 15 17 9 13 17 169 
April 26 23 26 16 17 10 10 28 19 8 183 
May 31 28 21 22 14 24 17 14 17 11 199 
June 41 27 23 26 17 32 34 21 23 14 258 
July 36 44 32 30 30 35 33 18 20 31 309 
Aug. 39 43 33 51 29 30 34 29 22 22 332% 
Sept. 23 21 24 35 21 22 9 19 14 23 211 
Oct. 24 31 20 15 24 12 24 23 11 14 198 
Nov. 29 31 22 21 20 12 17 15 13 14 194 
Dec. 23 20 13 il 5 14 9 25 28 11 159 


TOTALS 325 338 254 286 238 223 222 234 198 181 2499444 


* Highest month over 10 year period 
** Lowest month over 10 year period 


*** Total persons killed over 10 year period 


FATALITIES AND DRINKING 


1989 


MeO) Nise A INIA 


DRIVERS PASSENGERS PEDESTRIANS BICYCLISTS TOTAL 
Month Killed “HBD Killed” HBD “Killed™ BBDe Kilted “HED = Killed) Heo 
Jan. 9 3} it 0 0 0 0 0 10 3 
Feb. 2 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 6 iy 
Mar. 7 2 6 3 4 uu 0 0 ibd) 6 
Apr. 6 2 2 ib 0 0 0 0 8 3 
May 7 5 3 i a 0 0 0 Ee 6 
June 8 3 4 Zz 2 0 0 0 14 5 
July i 8 10 3 2 1 2 0 3 {2 
Aug. i} 5 5 2 4 il 0 0 22 8 
Sept. 13 8 8 2 Z 0 0 0 23 10 
OCE. 7 3 6 0 1 0 0 0 14 3 
Nov. 4 2: 7 i 3 2 0 0 14 sz) 
Dec. 6 2 4 2 1 0 0 0 1 4 
TOTAL 99 44 60 1g) 20 5 2 0 181 66 


HBD - had been drinking (.05% blood alcohol or more) 
44% of drivers killed had been drinking 
28% of passengers killed had been drinking 
25% of pedestrians killed had been drinking 


36% of all persons killed had been drinking 
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ANALYSIS OF LARGE TRUCK/TRACTOR TRAILER 
FATAL ACCIDENTS IN MONTANA IN 1989 


Fatal truck accidents during 1989 claimed the lives of nine 
truck drivers, four drivers of passenger cars, seven 
passengers, two pedestrians, one farm tractor driver, one 
motorcycle driver and one bicycle rider. Twelve of the 
twenty-two accidents involved two or more vehicles. 


Twenty-six trucks were involved in the twenty-two fatal 
accidents. Seven involved tractors and full trailers, seven 
involved semi-trucks and trailers, two involved tractors and 
double trailers, two involved trucks and pole trailers, seven 
straight trucks and one bob-tail tractor. 


Of the twenty-two fatal accidents, ten truck drivers were in 
violation of the law. These included: one violation for 
careless driving, one violation for failure to yield the 
right-of-way, two violations for speed to fast for 
conditions, one violation for reckless driving, one 
violation for improper backing, one violation for exceeding 
the posted speed limit, one violation for improper passing, 
one violation for failure to stop at stop sign, and one 
violation involving alcohol. Four truck accidents were 
caused by the drivers of automobiles, two were caused by 
pedestrians, one was caused by a motorcycle. Five accidents 
were caused by: white-out, inclement weather conditions, 
inattentive driving, the load shifting and avoiding a 
pedestrian. 


Seven of the fatal accidents occurred on Montana's primary 
highways, eight occurred on the interstate system, three 
occurred on secondary highways, three on county roads and 
one on a city street. 


Eleven of the fatal accidents occurred during daylight hours, 
the other eleven occurred during the hours of darkness. 


Since i985 when Montana first began truck inspections, the 
number of commercial vehicle accidents has declined from 
1,343 in 1985 to 1,194 in 1989. The number of fatal accidents 
has declined from 35 in 1985 to 22 in 1989. It appears that 
the truck inspection program is having a favorable effect on 
reducing accidents along with the increased interest of the 
truck drivers and the emphasis that is placed upon safe 
operations by the various trucking companies. 


It appears that this program as a team effort has been 
successful. With a great deal of effort and cooperation in 
the future, this reduced low level of traffic accidents can 
be maintained for the benefit of the motoring public. 
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